Please verify all information and event details before attending events.

EVENTS

Cape Breton Fiddle workshop with Andrea Beaton
Monday, April 29, 6-9 pm
Andrea Beaton will give a 3-hour workshop for intermediate/ advanced fiddlers (you have to be able to play
tunes; basic technique will not be covered) and players of other instruments. These workshops will introduce
the participants to playing Cape Breton music, and will cover what makes Cape Breton music unique.
Cost for the workshop is $40 advance, $50 at the door. For more information, contact Dick Hensold:
hensold@world.oberlin.edu
Cape Breton Island, at the Eastern end of the Canadian maritime province of Nova Scotia, was settled about
200 years ago by some 50,000 Gaelic-speaking Scottish Highlanders. Because of the Highlanders’ isolation,
Cape Breton is believed to authentically preserve many aspects of 18th-century Highland Gaelic culture,
particularly its music and dance. Although the cultural achievement and legacy of Cape Breton music is
internationally recognized, Cape Breton artists rarely appear in MN, and teach here even more rarely.

Co-sponsored by Dick Hensold, the Twin Cities Chapter of the RSCDS, The Celtic Junction, and the MN
State Arts Board.
The Celtic Junction | 836 Prior Ave | St Paul, MN 55104

Dakota County Fairgrounds | 4008 220th Street West | Farmington, Minnesota
MSF&HG Whisky Tasting
New this year at McCrackens Pub - Whisky!

Our own Dennis Skradey will be doing a whisky seminar at 3:00 on May 4th at the McCracken Pub at the
Minnesota Scottish Fair & Highland Games, $30 per seat. There are only 32 seats available so email Andy
McCracken at andrewmcc@izoom.net to reserve your place.
At 5:00pm until 7:30pm we will also open up for a whisky sampling.
The whiskys to be sampled will be:
Highlands - Glenmorangie "Lasanta"
Lowlands -TBD
Speyside - Glen Moray 12yr
Islay - Laphroaig 10yr
Skye - Talisker "Distillers Edition"
Blended - Antiquary
Will take reservations via email until Friday May 3rd, 10:00pm
Dakota County Fairgrounds | 4008 220th Street West | Farmington, Minnesota

Steerage Song
A concert performance of the new docu-musical by Peter Rothstein & Dan Chouinard
Steerage Song is a sweeping work that tells the steamship-era immigrant story by weaving together the
songs of 20 countries of Old Europe, the rhythms of Tin Pan Alley, the voices of turn-of-the-century writers and
iconic photographs from the period. A celebration of hope, resilience and the birth of American popular song.
And a glimpse at another contentious era of US immigration debate. Directed by Peter Rothstein.
CAST includes Dan Chouinard, piano and accordion, Sasha Andreev, Erin Cappello, Dennis Curley, Bradley
Greenwald, Jennifer Grimm, Jay Hornbacher, Natalie Nowytski; with Brian Barnes on guitar, Laura
MacKenzie on pipes and flutes, Dale Mendenhall on reeds, Jim Price on violin and mandolin
Tickets $20 General Admission (doors open 6pm)
In person at SJA: Sundays and one hour prior to concert
Online: saintjoanofarc.org
For more information: 612-823-8205

St. Joan of Arc | 4537 3rd Ave S. | Minneapolis, MN
Andrea Beaton in Concert, with Dick Hensold and Dirk Freymuth
Sunday, May 5 at 7:30 pm, The Celtic Junction, 836 Prior Ave, St Paul MN 55104
TICKETS $15 at the door / $12 advance. For advance sales, please see instructions at:
http://www.thecelticjunction.com/tickets/
This concert of traditional Cape Breton Scottish fiddling and piping will feature Andrea Beaton, joined by
piper Dick Hensold and guitarist Dirk Freymuth. The concert will focus on the musical and cultural interplay
between the fiddle and the pipes, two instruments that have had a long, close, and mutually influential
relationship in Cape Breton.
Andrea Beaton, “a powerful Cape Breton fiddler, composer and stepdancer”, is one of the most
accomplished and well-known fiddlers from the newest crop of Cape Breton musicians. Andrea's lively music
is characterized by her powerful bow, the drive and swing of her timing and the crispness of her attack.
Listening to Andrea's music is overwhelmingly uplifting, and she delights audiences wherever she plays. She
learned her tradition from her family. Her father, Kinnon, is one of today's most influential Cape Breton
fiddlers; her mother, Betty Beaton, is one of the great piano accompanists of her generation. Her uncle,
Buddy MacMaster, is the most revered fiddler on Cape Breton Island, and her cousin, Natalie MacMaster, is

an enormously popular entertainer on the fiddle. Her music is at once her own and deeply rooted in the
tradition associated with the Mabou Coal Mines in Cape Breton. She has released 5 solo CDs, one of which
won the 2010 East Coast Music Association “instrumental recording of the year” award.
http://www.andreabeaton.com

Appearing with Andrea will be Dick Hensold, playing various bagpipes and whistles. A 2006 Bush Artist
Fellow (in traditional music), he is the leading Northumbrian smallpiper in North America, and for the past 20
years has performed and taught in England, Scotland, Japan, Canada, and across the United States. He has
studied Cape Breton music with teachers in Halifax since 2005. His solo Northumbrian smallpipes CD Big
Music for Northumbrian Smallpipes was released in 2007. http://www.dickhensold.com/presskit.html

Joining Andrea and Dick will be guitarist Dirk Freymuth, a remarkably sensitive and versatile accompanist
who has toured across Europe with the band circa 1500, and toured the US as accompanist to Peter
Ostroushko.
This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the Minnesota State Arts
Board, thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund.

The Celtic Junction | 836 Prior Ave | St Paul, MN 55104

Celtic Whiskey Tasting at Cooper Irish Pub
Cara Irish Pubs and 2 Gingers Whiskey proudly present a Celtic Whiskey Tasting - Where
the prairie meets the highlands.
The event will be held May 11th from 7-8 pm at the Cooper Irish Pub in St. Louis Park.
Appetizers will be provided by the Cooper. Liam Scott will share the story on how this
wonderful spirit is made. Join Kieran Folliard and piper Jamie Stonehouse for an enjoyable
evening.
Tickets are $25 if purchased before May 4th, $30 after May 4th and are available online
HERE and available by mail: Celtic Whiskey Tasting 14 Mission Rd W, Bloomington, MN
55420.
Seating for this event is limited so book your tickets now! Proceeds benefit the Minnesota
Scottish Fair and Highland Games.

http://www.mnscottishfair.org/tasting.html
Cooper Irish Pub | 1607 Park Pl Blvd | St Louis Park, MN

Kids' Folklore Workshop, Songwriting Workshop and a Preview Concert hosted by Shawn McBurnie
Though these are not necessary Scottish events, they are hosted by our friend Shawn McBurnie at the Celtic
Junction...
Kids’ folklore workshop, May 15th at The Celtic Junction, 836 Prior Ave North, Saint Paul 55104. 5:306:30pm. $10
Spotting Fearsome Critters in the wild! The Northwoods is packed with fantastical creatures if you know
their secrets. Learn where to look for wapaloosies; how to stop a hoop snake; what to say to a hidebehind;
how and where to watch out for ice worms; why you don’t need to be afraid of treesqueaks; and even how to
find Fearsome Critters in your library! We’ll practice ‘singing to squonks’ while exploring Minnesota folklore,
history, and humor. Children 5-12. Event takes place in the multi-purpose room.
Songwriting workshop, May 15 at The Celtic Junction, 836 Prior Ave North, Saint Paul 55104. 7-8:30pm.
$15
A fearsome journey: a look inside one songwriter’s working process. The trip begins with the search for a
class of songs that were nowhere to be found and arrives in the present with songs in a variety of traditional
forms, ranging from Swedish långdans to blues worksong to country waltz. We’ll dig into the research phase,
then look through the process of sketching, writing, and working up songs. Topics will include the search for
inspiration, navigating around writer’s block and competing time pressures, finding the right words, and
knowing when to shift from an approach (or entire song) that isn’t working in favor of one that may. Teens and
adults. Event takes place in the multi-purpose room.
Fearsome Critters Preview Concert, May 24th at The Celtic Junction, 836 Prior Ave North, Saint Paul
55104. Music begins 7:30pm. $10 adults, $5 children.
Shawn McBurnie, traditional singer and wordsmith, has written an album’s worth of songs that draw upon a
broad range of traditions from Swedish folk to blues, featuring ‘Fearsome Critters’ from Northwoods folklore.
Word of these colorful creatures traveled across the country from one workcamp to the next: lumber, mining,
and railroad. Shawn and fellow musicians ‘The Slight Exaggerations’ (Sherry Minnick, Matt Miller, Chad
McAnally, Dee Brust, Kerri Joy, Henry Lebedinsky, and Todd Menton) bring the critters to life in various

musical styles, and the audience is invited to learn a bit about the menagerie and chime in on choruses.
Singable and family-friendly music, but by no means aimed solely at the younger set! Special appearance by
performance artist Heather Zehr.
The Celtic Junction | 836 Prior Ave N | St. Paul, MN

The Master's Choice CD Launch
Concert and Ceili, Friday, May 17th at 7:30pm
Featuring Martin McHugh, Daithi Sproule, Laura MacKenzie and special guests, Mike Whelan calling
$10 at the door, $5 for 10 and under
Refreshments available
www.thecelticjunction.com
The Celtic Junction | 836 Prior Ave N | St. Paul
St. Andrew's Pub Night
The first St. Andrew's Pub Night of the spring (what spring?) will be 2 weeks after the Scottish Fair on Friday,
May 17 at 6:30 pm at Merlin's Rest, 36th and East Lake Street in Minneapolis. All are invited to join us for a
fun evening of food, drink, fellowship and music. Stop by and have a wee dram and a bite to eat.
Merlins Rest | 3601 E Lake St | Minneapolis, MN

Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band puts cap on golden anniversary
St. Paul’s revered Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band will wrap up a yearlong celebration of its 50th anniversary with
an all-day celebration that will also feature the release of its second CD, which includes tracks by both the full
band and a variety of side projects featuring band members.
Events begin at 2 p.m. on Saturday, May 18, at Shamrock’s Irish Nook on St. Paul’s West End. The day will
feature performances by such local groups as the Hounds of Finn, Langer’s Ball, Sweet Colleens, Tim

Malloys, and Tom Dahill as well as the pipe band. A traditional session, spontaneous performances by an
ever-changing collection of players, will also take place during the day, and – in true Irish fashion – any
number of "surprise" performers is sure to appear.
Founded in 1962 by four enthusiastic young pipers, the band can claim more than 100 members through the
years. Its mission is to encourage and support the preservation of the Irish arts of piping, drumming and
dancing. The band – in its distinctive black and saffron uniforms – is a crowd favorite at community
celebrations, parades and other events around the Midwest, including St. Paul’s renowned St. Patrick’s Day
celebration, the Irish Fair of Minnesota, the Minnesota Scottish Fair & Highland Games, and numerous
parades and festivals from Aberdeen, S.D., to Emmetsburg, Iowa.
Admission to the celebration is $5, kids under 12 free; a variety of band merchandise – including copies of
the new CD – will be available to purchase.
Celebration Highlights:
- Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band 50th CD release concert.
- Three music stages, outdoor tent, and traditional Irish session.
- Brian Boru Brew - 50th Anniversary Beer - Specially produced by Mankato Brewery.
- Anniversary Special - 50th & 40th Anniversary CDs, and a Pint of the Brian Boru Brew - $10
More info and advance $5 tickets available at www.brianborupipeband.com
Shamrock’s Irish Nook | 995 West 7th St. | Saint Paul, Minnesota

NEWS
News from St. Andrew's
Of course, the big news for May is the Minnesota Scottish Fair on May 4. Hopefully we will
not have a blizzard that day!
The first St. Andrew's Pub Night of the spring (what spring?) will be 2 weeks after the Fair
on Friday, May 17 at 6:30 pm at Merlin's Rest, 36th and East Lake Street in Minneapolis. All
are invited to join us for a fun evening of food, drink, fellowship and music. Stop by and have
a wee dram and a bite to eat.

Members should also plan to attend the St. Andrew's AGM on Saturday, June 8 at the home
of JoAnne and Roger Wahl in Prior Lake. More on that in the next SNIM and in the June
Thistle and Quill.
A Word of Thanks
On behalf of the Minnesota Tartan Day Cooperative Planning Committee, we want to
express our sincere thanks to everyone who participated in our 15th celebration of
Tartan Day at our State Capitol in Saint Paul on Saturday, April 6, and to all those who
braved the chilly air and attended, including our wonderful Plank Owners who never fail us.
To the Rev. Rebecca Mary Mackenzie Voekel, the magnificent voices of David Lohman and
Heidi Lyle, our rascally friend Bill Watkins, the loyal members of the Brian Boru Irish Pipe
Band, the Macalester Pipes, and the Minnesota Police Pipe Band (our first pipe band).
Kristy Van Hoven who gathered Highland Dancers, Andy and Chandi McCracken who
brought the Scottish Country Dancers and probably broke last years Gay Gordon record,
the loyal clans of the Minnesota Coalition of Scottish Clans; and to the loyal members of
Clann Tartan who fielded a squad of a half dozen musket carrying personnel, that included
at least two women, and flawlessly fired their salute to the fallen, our sincere appreciation
and thanks for sticking with us all of these years and all of these 15 celebrations.
And to the members of that wonderful group of Lifetime Achievement Award recipients, we
are so grateful for your participation: Kirsty and Andy McCracken who represented their
dad, the late George McCracken who was the first recipient, Florence Hart, Ardis McIntyre
Ivory, Babs Humphrey, Liz Michaelson, Bob Lies representing the Mac Pipes, Johan Hart,
and Don Cogswell. Thank you for everything you have done to enrich our Scottish
Community over the years.
To Tiffany Esau-McCracken whose camera and talented eye recorded it all for us, thank
you.
And finally to the 11th recipients of the Lifetime Achievement Award, Clann Tartan whose
president Marty Byers and chief helper David Vavreck turned out a fine battalion of
members as they have each year since our beginning in 1999.
To all of you, our sincere thanks and appreciation.

As we look forward to the next 15 years, we wish to extend an invitation to any and all who
are interested in being a part of the planning for Tartan Day next year and the years beyond,
know that we value your ideas and encourage your participation. New members equals new
ideas. Please contact Liz Michaelson if you would be willing to serve with the
Planning Committee at liz@uncommongatherings.com.
Jack MacMillan
Jonathan Palmer
Liz Michaelson
Barbara Humphrey

The SNIM is sponsored by the Scottish American Center. We welcome news from all variety of Celts. Please
send news, announcements, questions and concerns to scottishamericancenter@yahoo.com.
Sign up to receive the SNIM via e-mail on the Scottish American Center website:
http://scottishamericancentermn.org/SNIM.php
Thank you!
Tiffany Esau-McCracken
Scottish American Center

Scottish American Center
3030 West River Parkway South
Minneapolis, MN, Minnesota 55406-2396
US
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