This month's Minnesota Scottish news and events.

May 2016
EVENTS
May 1 | Matthew Byrne Performance
Newfoundland singer Matthew Byrne to perform at The Celtic Junction May 1 with an
intimate evening of story and song.

Matthew Byrne, whose latest release, Hearts & Heroes, won ’Traditional Album of the Year’ at
the 2015 Canadian Folk Music Awards, continues to solidify his place as one North America's
finest traditional voices. Matthew was born into a family tradition of singing and songfinding
that runs deep into Placentia Bay, NL and his repertoire draws heavily on this unique musical
lineage. This tradition thrives on the song – the weaving of a great story with a beautiful
melody – and Matthew’s music reminds us how satisfying traditional songs can be when
stripped down to these basic elements.
This is Matthew Byrne's very first Minnesota appearance.
The music starts at 7 pm at The Celtic Junction, 836 Prior Ave North, Saint Paul.

Tickets ($15 advanced, $20 at the door) available at thecelticjunction.com or by calling 612
8748892.

May 7 | Twin Cities House Concert with Dick Hensold
and Dean Magraw

Dick Hensold (Northumbrian smallpipes, Scottish Highland reel pipes and whistles) & Dean
Magraw (guitar) will be doing a program of mostly Cape Breton (Scottish) music. This is a
really inspiring repertoire of beautifully arranged tunes from the Motherlands so come on
down and check it out before these two characters take it on tour to California in May!
Dean has a long history of playing Celtic music in the U.S., Canada, Europe and Japan. Dick
is the leading Northumbrian smallpiper in North America, and for the past 20 years has
performed and taught in England, Scotland, Japan, Canada, and across the United States.
(Please note that no Highland pipes are played in this concert, only quieter, indoor pipes.)
Reservations are required, and we recommend that you get your spot ahead of time since
both concerts may fill up.
Minneapolis concert, Saturday, May 7th at 7:30 (doors open at 7.00 p.m.) Wine, water and

some delicious nibbles will be served at no further cost to you. Call Joanna 6129264482,
for reservations and address. A suggested donation of $20 is requested, but no one will be
turned away due to lack of funds.
See also, http://www.dickhensold.com and http://deanmagraw.com.

May 8July 10 | Would you like to learn more Scottish
tunes and songs?
Come to the Celtic Junction Sunday afternoons now through July 10, to Laura MacKenzie’s
studio! We will have a new selection of tunes to share every week: classic Scottish session
tunes, dance tunes, marches, airs, regional tunes, modern tunes.
Starting May 8th, every Sunday we will add a session for Scottish songs.
From June 5 through July 10, the Sunday song class will look at a variety of Scot Gaelic
songs.
2:00  2:50 Scottish Songs (May 8  May 29)
2:00  2:50 Scots Gaelic Songs (June 5  July10)
3:00  4:00 Scottish Tunes (Every Sunday through July 10th)
Notations, Tea and Cookies provided! ($5 suggested per class)
No need to register  just come when you can!
For more information: Laura@lauramackenzie.com, or 6513985055
These classes are part of a project to promote Scottish music in Minnesota, supported in
part by a grant from the Minnesota State Arts Board. This activity is made possible by the
voters of Minnesota through a grant from the Minnesota State Arts Board, thanks to a
legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund.
ALSO: Mark your calendars for a Scottish Ceilidh at the Celtic Junction on June
17th, 7:30 pm  10:00 pm! Come early and sign up to sing a song, play a tune, or even
give a recitation during the first half of the evening. The second half will be ceilidh dancing,
with Neil Gunn & The Gunn Slingers! Refreshments available  cash bar.
(contact: laura@lauramackenzie.com or 6513985055)

May 12 | Brian Boru at the 5th Annual Support the

May 12 | Brian Boru at the 5th Annual Support the
Troops Event
The 5th Annual Support the Troops Event takes place at the Cabooze in Minneapolis on
Thursday, May 12th. 4:30 p.m.  10:30 p.m. Featuring Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band, Mactir
Academy of Irish Dance, Gobo's Last Show, The River Rambler's and the Executive Branch.
www.cabooze.com
Full schedule: www.brianborupipeband.com

May 20 | St. Andrew's Pub Night
Our first Pub Night of 2016 will be on Friday, May 20, 2016 at 6:30 at our usual starting
place, Merlin's Rest, 36th and East Lake in Minneapolis. Please join us for some fine food,
some fine drink and some fine company! Hopefully we will also have some fine weather to go
with Pub Night too.

May 21 | Brian Boru at the City Pages 2016 Beer
Festival
The City Pages 2016 Beer Festival located at West End St. Louis Park on Saturday, May
21st will feature the Brian Boru Irish Pipe Band.
http://microapp.citypages.com/beerfest/2016/
Full schedule: www.brianborupipeband.com

June 25 | St. Andrew's Annual General Meeting
Plan to attend the St. Andrew's Annual General Meeting on Saturday, June 25 from 10:00
a.m. to noon. Location of the meeting will be the Community Program Room of the
Roseville Library, 2180 Hamline Avenue North in Roseville. We wanted to get a central
location that is at least somewhat convenient for everyone. This is a very important meeting
for the future of St. Andrew's as we need to fill vacancies in many executive leadership
positions and to fill other positions such as Thistle and Quill editor. If you are interested in any
of the positions and willng to volunteer some time, please contact interim president Don
Bruce at bruce1051@comcast.net or 6514929181. The Roseville Library is south of Hwy

36 on Hamline and just north of County Road B. Thanks and we hope to see you there.
More details on the meeting will follow as they become available.

NEWS
Tartan Week Thank You
Those of us who were involved with Tartan Week 2016, would like to thank all of the
Scottish Community for your participation and help. There were several of you who stepped
forward and contributed. We would not have been able to do all of the events without that
assistance.
We had a successful first year and hope that we can now build on this so that next year will
be even better. Start looking for information about Tartan Week 2017 at the Scottish Fair
and the Minnesota Scots website, minnesotascots.org.
Alba Gu Braith!

What is the Scottish Community?
Reflections from our 2016 Minnesota Tartan Day Lifetime Achievement Award recipients,
Doug and Eileen Stewart.
What is the Scottish Community?
I think its many different things, for many different people. There are heritage groups,
historical groups, dance groups, social groups, and yes, there are bagpipes. There are
parades, with banners flying; there are concerts, of large musical groups or smaller, in closer
settings; there are informal gettogethers; there are more formal events, allowing us to wear
our finest; and not least is the Minnesota Scottish Fair, that annual event that reaches out
to everyone in its celebration of all things Scottish.
It’s not a flat piece of clear window that can be looked through as though it wasn’t even

there; although we might have a tendency to notice some “smudges” that are just crying
out to be cleaned up.
I don’t think it’s been silvered on one side to make it a mirror, to reflect back who we are
right now; although here we may be inclined to ignore those “little specks”, ah, those
“smudges”.
I think it’s more a multifaceted diamond crystal that sparkles with many subtle colors and
hues; of past, present, and the potential of the future; that draws us in with its changing
patterns of light and opportunity so we know we are a part of it and we say to ourselves,
“This is a thing of beauty, this is COMMUNITY. And WE belong.”
 Doug & Eileen Stewart

Iain Donald MacGillivray chosen Commander of the
Clan MacGillivray
Former Duluthian, Iain Donald MacGillivray, on loan from Scotland whilst a student at the
College of Saint Scholastic, has been chosen Commander of the Clan MacGillivray. Iain was
recently elected Commander of the MacGillivary clan, voted for by members of MacGillivary
societies all around the world. Beating stiff competition from America, and meeting stringent
requirements not met since 1942. Sincere congratulation to Iain from his friends and families
in Minnesota. Minnesota Scots will remember Iain as a member of the Duluth Scottish
Heritage Association Pipe Band, a fiddler with Double Fiddles and his many appearances at
the Scottish Ramble and the Minnesota Scottish Fair and Highland Games. Iain recently
appeared at the 270th Commemoration of the Battle of Culloden where he piped with his
father, Champion piper, Duncan MacGillivray. Congratulations Iain on this singular honor.

Barbara MacPherson Reyelts honored by Midwest
Broadcast Journalists Association
Barbara MacPherson Reyelts, Champion Highland Dancer, DSHA Highland Dance teacher
and member of the DSHA Pipe Band, in addition to being the news director of KBJR 6 in
Duluth. She was honored with the Mitchell V. Charnley Award for outstanding contributions
to broadcast journalism. Barbara has worked at KBJR for almost 40 years, has served as
news director for 10 years and produces investigative reports that air on KBJR and CBS3.
Barbara is also the recipient of the Minnesota Tartan Day Cooperative Lifetime Achievement
Award.

Ginny Johnson, longtime DSHA member dies at 84
Ginny Johnson who served the Duluth Scottish Heritage Association tirelessly for many

years, both on their Board of Directors and with their Highland Dance competition died on
April 10, 2016, at age 84. In addition to her work with DSHA, Ginny was on the Board of the
Aftenro Society/Senior Care facility in Duluth for 40 years serving as President of the Board
for 30 years. Ginny also devoted time to Glen Avon Church, Rebekah Lodge, Duluth Adult
Recreational Skaters, Three Links Nursing Home (Northfield, Minn.), the Boy Scouts (Troop
9), and the Girl Scouts (Troop 83). She will be deeply missed by the Scottish community of
Minnesota.
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