This month's Minnesota Scottish news and events.

OCTOBER 2016
EVENTS
October | Celtic Collaborative Creative Writing/Literature
Classes
Three new Celtic Collaborative Creative Writing/Literature classes coming in October 2016 to Celtic Junction
Arts Center.
Digging in Haunted Ground: Learn to Write your Mystery Tale. 6 weeks. Tuesdays 79 PM October
18November 22. $160.
Boo: The Art of the Ghost Story. Saturday, October 22 only. 112 PM $35.
The Bear and the Hive: Learn to write poetry based on your cultural heritage(s). Saturday,
October 29 only. 112 PM. $65.

“Digging in Haunted Ground: Learn to write your Mystery Tale.” This sixweek Celtic Collaborative
class will explore key elements in writing a multilayered, atmospheric mystery story. Students will read and
analyze instructor Erin Hart’s first novel, Haunted Ground, and learn about that novel’s unusual origin and
development. The class will kick off with a general discussion about classic mystery themes and sub genres,
and practical nuts and bolts elements of mystery writing. Throughout the six weeks, this class will offer a
combination of lecture, discussion and writing practice; students will also spend some class time working on
their own mystery stories, using specific techniques they are learning from Haunted Ground: crafting
memorable characters and dialogue, creating a strong sense of place, constructing an intricate plot,
building suspense, and layering in ideas and images that will resonate with readers. Erin Hart, author of
Haunted Ground, will be our instructor. Tuesdays 79 PM at Celtic Junction. October 18  November 22 (6
evenings). Cost: $160 per student.The class will culminate with a celebratory reading of our work in
progress! If interested, email the instructor directly at author.erin.hart@gmail.com Bring cash or check to
the class.
"Boo: The Art of the Ghost Story." Ghouls, spirits, the Undead. What makes a story scary? In this
three hour Celtic Collaborative class, we will explore the history of the ghost story, the elements that make
up a scary tale as well as writing prompts that will help you go deeper into what scares people. 112
PM, Saturday, October 22 Celtic Junction. Cost: $35 per student. Instructor: Jacqueline Hesse. If
interested, contact Jacqueline Hesse directly: jch68@comcast.net before October 20. Bring cash or check
to the class.
“The Bear and the Hive: Writing Poetry Inspired by Your Cultural Heritage(s).” Have you ever
whispered to bees? Meditated in a sauna, sweat lodge, or before the rising smoke of a campfire? Walked on
an ancient trail? Looked for the Great Bear in the night sky? Whether or not we are aware of it, images and
stories rich in emotional meaning resonate throughout all of our cultural backgrounds. In this threehour
Celtic Collaborative workshop, students will 1) learn how to discover the images and stories from their
various cultural backgrounds, 2) look at pictures and poetic models for inspiration, 3) write poems inspired
by their personal narratives, and 4) share their work and plan future explorations. 112 PM Saturday,
October 29 Celtic Junction. Cost: $65 per student. If interested, contact Lynette ReiniGrandell directly:
lynette.reinigrandell@normandale.edu before October 27. Bring cash or check to the class.

October | Try Scottish Country Dancing with the RSCDS
It's not too late to join our new season of Scottish country dance classes. No need to bring a partner and
no previous dance experience required! Wear clean softsoled shoes and comfortable
clothes. See http://www.rscdstwincities.org/classes.html for more detials. The first six weeks are free for
newcomers!
When: Mondays, 7 PM to 9:30 PM
Where: Tapestry Folkdance Center, 3748 Minnehaha Ave S, Minneapolis, MN
More info: www.rscdstwincities.org

October & November | Laura MacKenzie's events
For details and ticket links: Laura MacKenzie's Schedule Page
Willow Brae
Monday, October 17 at 6:30 PM
Madelia Library, 23 First St. NW, Madelia, Minnesota
Willow Brae (harpist Andrea Stern and windplayer Laura MacKenzie) presenting "The Magic of Celtic Music"
program. Free and open to all.
Cannon Valley Regional Orchestra
October 22 & 23: Dàithì Sproule, Mary Vanorny & Laura MacKenzie with the Cannon Valley Regional
Orchestra, in Cannon Falls and Northfield.

A Celtic Breeze
Monday, October 24 at 6:30 PM
South St. Paul Library, 106 3rd Ave N., South St. Paul, Minnesota
Laura MacKenzie presents her solo library program "A Celtic Breeze". Free and open to all.
Willow Brae
Thursday, October 27 at 6:30 PM
Watonwan County Library, 125 5th Street S., St. James, Minnesota
Willow Brae (harpist Andrea Stern and windplayer Laura MacKenzie) presenting their library program "The
Magic of Celtic Music". Free and open to all.
Brass Lassie in Concert
November 5: BRASS LASSIE IN CONCERT, at the Celtic Junction, St. Paul. Not to be missed! Opening set
by Dáithí Sproule & Friends.Tickets on sale soon. Check the Celtic Junction website
(www.thecelticjunction.com) or www.lauramackenzie.com for tickets and more information.
Check out the video of BRASS LASSIE’s performance at the Minnesota Scottish Fair 2016:
https://youtu.be/PGPKVOluF4A
Willow Brae
November 19: Willow Brae in concert at Hobgoblin Music Loft in Red Wing. Season of Thanksgiving
concert.

SimpleGifts
November/December: SimpleGifts with Billy McLaughlin holiday concerts, tickets on sale now.

October & November | Sherry Ladig & Co. gigs
Friday October 7th starting at 7 PM: LeDuc Historic Estate hosts a bourbon tasting. reservations
required; call 6514388480 to reserve your spot. Great American bourbons and food pairings, plus spirited
(pun intended) tunes by Rosa, Don, John and Sherry; lots of Appalachian musical high energy! See website
for details and directions: www.sherryladig.com
Saturday November 5th at 10 am5 pm: Taylors Falls Art Show in the community hall (former train
depot); downtown Taylors Falls. Don and Sherry from Dunquin play tunes from Ireland, Scotland, America
and Brittany while you shop for high quality, locally made items for yourself or for gifts. Complimentary
refreshments. This is one of the classiest and best art fairs anywhere, and the drive up there is glorious.
Make a day of it (show also runs Sunday, but another band is there that day). See my website for
directions.
Sunday November 13th at 2 PM: Mt Zion Temple, 1300 Summit Avenue in Saint Paul, MN. The Wind
Gave Birth To Me, a Yiddish song cycle/reading/poetry event, with a discussion afterwards and
refreshments. Yiddish poems are often neglected but earthy and wonderful poems, in mameloschen (the
mother tongue) which so many Jewish women poets preferred to the higherflown Hebrew language. This
is an exciting, rich presentation including four new songs by different composers, poetry read by native
Yiddish speakers, and narrative history of poets' lives, interwoven into a rich tapestry written and narrated
by Alison Morse. A small donation is requested at the door, and is SO worth it! I am honored to be one of
four composers chosen to set these poems, and I love how this collaborative effort has turned out.
Hope to see many of you soon!

October 7 | Dale and Blair's Kitchen Party featuring Dale
Brown and Blair McEvoy of the Dust Rhinos
Music starts 8 PM. Doors open 7:30 PM.
Advance tickets $10, $15 at the door.
What is a kitchen party? Picture drinkers and carousers carrying on, lots of laughs, great music and maybe
even some dancing. You are guaranteed to have a good time! Join Blair McEvoy (guitar, bodhran and
vocals) and “Downtown” Dale Brown (fiddle, mandolin and vocals) for an evening filled with stories and
songs, as they share some of the tales of where the tunes come from and shenanigans that befall a Celtic
rock band at home and on the road. Using traditional airs, reels and jigs, the boys conjure up the olde

country, and then, like a shillelagh wrapped in a potato sack, they knock the bejeebers out of that green
and lovely image and unleash a freight train loaded with banshees and the furious ghost of Cuchulainn.
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