This month's Minnesota Scottish news and events.

February 2017
EVENTS
February 3 | Dunquin's Annual Scottish Island Concert
Scottish Island Concert by Dunquin and guests, at Olivet Congregational Church 1850 Iglehart
Avenue, Saint Paul. Doors open 7 p.m.; concert starts at 7:30 p.m. Enjoy
. We've got Dunquin (Sherry and Don Ladig and Rosa Wells) plus
two fantastic guests: Anna Lee Roberts, cello and vocals, and John Wenstrom, vocals and
mandolin. It will be amazing this year! All that great Scottish music was transformed with an
American accent, once it crossed the ocean. Enjoy all that music AND Jim and Joy's legendary
Scottish tea at the interval! Admission of $15 at the door (no advance sales) includes the
complimentary tea and a guaranteed wonderful time! Please invite your friends, too; there's room

From Scotland to Appalachia"

"Roots and Flowerings:

for everyone. More information at www.sherryladig.com.

February 4 | Ten Strings And A Goat Skin back in Saint
Paul
The bilingual trad/folk/fusion trio from Prince Edward Island, Canada performs in Saint Paul at The
Celtic Junction Arts Center. Winners of the 2015 East Coast Music Association’s award for World

Music Recording of the Year, Ten Strings And A Goat Skin, weave the music of the Irish, Scottish,
Acadian, Francophone and Maritime cultures and their original creations with modern and world
rhythms. Jesse Périard (guitar) and brothers Rowen Gallant (fiddle) and Caleb Gallant (percussion)
while still in their early 20s, are already pushing boundaries and reinvigorating traditional music.
Their original material maintains solid traditional elements but explores rich world flavours and even
pop influences. The results have been described as intoxicating and refreshing. Touring extensively
throughout Canada, Europe, and the U.S., Ten Strings And A Goat Skin will be at The Celtic
Junction located at 836 Prior Ave North, Saint Paul, 55104 on Saturday, February 4. Music starts
at 7:30 p.m.. Tickets ($15 advanced, $20 at the door) are available at thecelticjunction.com or by
calling 6128748892.

February 10 | The Lost Forty in Concert
Brian Miller and Randy Gosa perform a concert of newly unearthed songs revived from the rich
folksong heritage of the Great Lakes on February 10 at the Celtic Junction Arts Center, 836 Prior
Ave North, Saint Paul 55104. Over the past year, the duo has taken their rich song arrangement
approach (using mandola, bouzouki and guitar) to 12 beautiful old songs collected in northern
Minnesota in the 1920s. The concert will feature these new songs along with stories and
projections of striking historical photos. Music starts at 7:30 p.m. Tickets ($14, $18 at the door,
and just $5 for kids 18 and under) are available at thecelticjunction.com or by calling 612874
8892.

February 18 | Benefit for Birds of Prey
The Raptor Resource Project is holding a benefit for birds of prey on Saturday, February 18, at
the Celtic Junction Arts Center, 836 Prior Ave North, Saint Paul 55104. Featured guests include
the Emmy awardwinning producers George Howe and Tim Jacobsen on their new project
"Decoding the Driftless", Vanessa Green on Osprey surveys in the Twin Cities, and John Howe on
the reboot of our kestrel nestbox program. Entertainment includes The Brian Boru Pipe
Band, John Sjogren, Sistertree, Langer's Ball, and others. Admission is $15 at the door,
and $5 for children 17 and under. More information at thecelticjunction.com or by calling Amy
Ries at 2763252662.

February 19 | Minnesota Celtic Fiddlers
1:303:30 p.m., in the multipurpose room at the Celtic Junction Arts Center. Free.
Fellow Fiddlers! Looking to learn some new tunes? Interested in adding to your repertoire of
techniques? Do you seek performance options in addition to participating in sessions? We meet

monthly to jam, and learn new tunes and techniques. We welcome players of all styles and at all
levels  we think Scottish music is so wonderful that we want to share our passion and we think
you will find it as much fun and think it as beautiful as we do! We also welcome players of other
instruments!

February 24 | Macalester College Winter Open House and
Pasta Dinner
Blow away the February chill with an evening of pasta, music, and good company on Friday,
February 24 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.! Free dinner (with gluten free and vegetarian options)
and musical performances at 6 and 7 pm by the Macalester College Pipe Band and other local celtic
music groups. This family night will include a chance for folks of all ages to learn more about the life
of our pipe band and the Great Highland Bagpipes and drums and to try on a kilt or have a go on
a practice chanter or drum pad. Donations will be welcome. An RSVP
to MacPipeBandRSVP@gmail.com is appreciated but not necessary.
MacalesterPlymouth United Church | 1658 Lincoln Ave | St. Paul (next door to Macalester
College)

February 26 | One World Consort perform with Celtic
musician Laura MacKenzie
One World Consort and guest Laura MacKenzie perform special arrangements of Celticinspired
music, drawing upon traditions from Scotland, Ireland, England, France, Cape Breton, and beyond
along with OWC's diverse repertoire from a broad range of musical traditions on Sunday, February
26 at The Celtic Junction Arts Center. One World Consort presents an exciting synthesis of jazz,
classical, and indigenous folk and traditional music, featuring a “double quartet” of a jazz quartet
and a string quartet, performing innovative compositions and arrangements of music from a
spectrum of world cultures. The Celtic Junction is located at 836 Prior Ave North, Saint Paul,
55104. Music starts at 7 p.m. Tickets ($16 in advance, $20 at the door) are available

at thecelticjunction.com or by calling 6128748892.

March 3 | House Concert with Patsy O’Brien & Dick
Hensold
You are invited to a House Concert in Southwest Minneapolis on Friday, March 3 at 7.30 p.m.
(doors open at 7.00 p.m.) with Patsy O’Brien & Dick Hensold. Patsy O’Brien, from County Cork, is
a fine traditional singer, and a superb guitarist for traditional music, and will sing both Irish and

Scottish songs, with accompaniment by Dick Hensold’s various pipes and whistles. A suggested
donation of $20 is requested, but no one will be turned away due to lack of funds. As usual, wine,
water and some delicious nibbles will be served at no further cost to you. Please note
that reservations are required; for reservations and address, please
email dianeplantehere@yahoo.com.

Patsy O’Brien, vocals, guitar. As well as supplying the driving guitar rhythms of Celtic/World
Music diva Eileen Ivers’ last European tour, and collaborating with many giants of the Celtic/World
music scene (Paddy Keenan, Cathie Ryan among them), awardwinning artist Patsy O’Brien hosts
guitar workshops all over the country, and NPR saw fit to feature one of his song arrangements
on the prestigious All Songs Considered. With four criticallyacclaimed solo albums under his belt,
along with numerous live and studio collaborations, Patsy’s songwriting reflects his penchant for
seamless genrehopping, and a strong interest in roots Americana as well as jazz.
Dick Hensold, Northumbrian smallpipes, Scottish reel pipes, whistles and recorder. He is
an active composer, writing both music in the traditional Celtic idiom, and pieces influenced by
traditional contrapuntal techniques. He is also a studio musician and theater musician, and is a
2006 Bush Artist Fellow. “The piping is fluent and assured… his technique is impressive… delightfully
interpreted” — FolkWorld CD Reviews
“North America’s foremost smallpiper” –fRoots
Program: This is a concert of traditional Celtic music, but with unique and innovative
arrangements, including a variety of songs from Britain and Ireland, accompanied by guitar and
Northumbrian smallpipes (a quiet bagpipe from Northeast England), or various whistles. It also
features traditional and historical tunes from Cape Breton Island, Scotland, Ireland and
Northumberland, with a good measure of original music in the traditional style. As well as a broad
range of styles of Celtic music, this program also features an impressive range of expression, from

the jaunty and humorous to soulful, led by Patsy’s warm and multihued baritone voice, Dick’s
variety of pipes and whistles, and the nimble instrumental virtuosity of both musicians. Please note
that none of these instruments are very loud.

April 18 | Tartan Week 2017
Tartan Week 2017 is coming! This year has some familiar events and some new ones so please
continue to get to our website for the latest: http://www.minnesotascots.org. We are truly
excited about what is happening this year and hope that you will be able to join us and that you
will bring your friends and family as well.
The festivities begin with a familiar event the Scottish Ramble on Saturday, April 1. Sponsored by
the City of St. Paul and the Landmark center, the event is a celebration of food, dance, pipes and
culture. There is a Celtic Market with a number of displays and there is always a series of seminars
that delve into the Scottish heritage and culture. There is a $6.00 admission charge for this event.
The St. Andrew’s Society of Minnesota and the Episcopal Cathedral of St. Mark’s will be hosting a
Kirkin’ of the Tartan service on Sunday April 2. This will be an afternoon service and is followed by a
fellowship including Scottish shortbread and other treats. For those who have never attended a
Kirkin’, the service blesses all of the tartans and hearkens back to the end of the English ban of the
display and wearing of any Tartan. The setting is wonderful and there is no cost.
Monday will see an informal pub sing at Merlin’s Rest in Minneapolis. This is an opportunity for
anyone to come and join in the singing or just sit back a listen to all kinds of Scottish songs from
traditional to modern. Merlin’s has a full menu and bar for those who need a nosh or dram and the
event has no cost. It will begin around 7:00 p.m. on Monday April 3.
Tuesday is our Scotch tasting and will also be at Merlin’s Rest. This is a fundraiser for Tartan Week
and space is limited, so get your tickets early. There will be 65 tickets available and you can
purchase them through PayPal via the website, http://www.minnesotascots.org. Look for
additional details on the website including the cost and the flight of whiskies.
Thursday, April 6 is Tartan Day. There will be a party celebrating Tartan Day at Kieran’s Pub is
Minneapolis. Doors will open in the Titanic Room at 6:00. Kieran’s will have a full bar and menu
available and there will be a series of events, including a Fiddle Orchestra, pipes, a silent auction,
some whisky walks and the presentation of the Lifetime Achievement Award throughout the
evening. There is no cost to this event and we hope that many of you will join us.
Saturday, April 8 will cap off Tartan Week at the Tartan Rocks! Celtic Rocks concert. This year it

will be hosted at the Amsterdam Bar and Hall on Wabasha and 6th Street in St. Paul. This is a 21+
ticketed event ($15 general admission; $20 at the door). Tickets are available online now at
TicketFly, or through the Amsterdam box office. Headlining is Magna Carta recording artist,
Tempest. Music begins at 8:00 p.m. with the Tim Malloys.
As you can see, there are several events and venues for all. Please pass this on to your friends and
family and join us!

April 8 | 2017 Minnesota Tartan Week TARTAN ROCKS!
Join us during Minnesota Tartan Week for a benefit concert for the MN Scottish American
Center on Saturday, April 8th, 2017! Featuring Tempest and The Tim Malloys.
"Celtic Rock is Tartan woven into music"
Doors open at 7:00 p.m.
$15 General Admission tickets are on sale now!
Amsterdam Bar and Hall • 6th & Wabasha • Saint Paul, MN
Concert merchandise provided by 3 Celts & Company
Concert poster by artist Neil Johnston

NEWS
Minnesota Scottish Harp Weekend Fundraiser
The Minnesota Scottish Harp Weekend takes place annually in the Twin Cities metro, usually in
conjunction with the Minnesota Scottish Fair. Harp Weekend events will interest both harpers and
the general public! The Minnesota Scottish Harp Weekend features: a Scottish harp competition,
evening concert, Minnesota Scottish Fair and Highland Games, harp workshops, Scottish brunch,
and Music Jam Session.
This year, they need

your help to raise the funds needed to organize this event. They need to

raise $3010 by February 17th, 2017. Please consider donating

here: http://minnesotascottishharp.org/productcategory/donations/
Or prepurchase one of their Scottish harp tshirts
here: http://minnesotascottishharp.org/product/2017harptshirt/

Please verify details before attending events.
The SNIM is sponsored by the Scottish American Center. We welcome news from all variety of Celts. Please send news,
announcements, questions and concerns to scottishnewsinmn@gmail.com. Please note, editorial pieces may be subject to
approval by the Scottish American Center board before posting.

Thank you!
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Scottish American Center
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